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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.336

§ 660.335 Limited entry permits—’’Pro-
visional A’’ endorsement.

(a) A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement
entitles the holder to participate in the
limited entry fishery for all groundfish
species with the type(s) of limited
entry gear specified in the endorse-
ment, except for sablefish harvested
north of 36° N. lat. during times and
with gears for which a fixed gear sable-
fish endorsement is required. See
§ 660.336 for provisions regarding sable-
fish endorsement requirements.

(b) A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement is
not transferrable except as specified in
the PCGFMP.

(c) The holder of a ‘‘provisional A’’
endorsement must comply with the re-
quirements set out in the PCGFMP at
14.3.2.4 in order for the permit to be up-
graded to an ‘‘A’’ permit.

(d) A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement
expires at the end of any of the three
consecutive 365-day periods (during the
3-year qualifying period) in which a
vessel’s landings do not meet the appli-
cable landing requirement or upon fail-
ure to renew the limited entry permit.
A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement that
expires will not be reissued.

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 34674, June 27, 1997]

§ 660.336 Limited entry permits—sable-
fish endorsement and tier assign-
ment.

(a) General. Participation in the lim-
ited entry fixed gear sablefish fishery
during the ‘‘regular’’ or ‘‘mop-up’’ sea-
son described in § 660.323 (a)(2)(iii) and
(iv) north of 36° N. lat., requires that an
owner of a vessel hold (by ownership or
otherwise) a limited entry permit, reg-
istered for use with that vessel, with a
longline or trap (or pot) endorsement
and a sablefish endorsement. During a
period when the limited entry sablefish
fishery is restricted to those limited
entry vessels with sablefish endorse-
ments, a vessel with a longline or pot
limited entry permit but without a sa-
blefish endorsement cannot be used to
harvest sablefish in the open access
fishery, even with open access gear.

(1) A sablefish endorsement with a
tier assignment will be affixed to the
permit and will remain valid when the
permit is transferred.

(2) A sablefish endorsement and its
associated tier assignment are not sep-
arable from the limited entry permit,
and therefore may not be transferred
separately from the limited entry per-
mit.

(b) Endorsement and tier assignment
qualifying criteria. A sablefish endorse-
ment will be affixed to any limited
entry permit that meets the sablefish
endorsement qualifying criteria and for
which the owner submits a timely ap-
plication. Limited entry permits with
sablefish endorsements will be assigned
to one of three different cumulative
trip limit tiers, based on the qualifying
catch history of the permit.

(1) Permit catch history will be used
to determine whether a permit meets
the qualifying criteria for a fixed gear
sablefish endorsement and to deter-
mine the appropriate tier assignment
for endorsed permits. Permit catch his-
tory includes the catch history of the
vessel(s) that initially qualified for the
permit, and subsequent catch histories
accrued when the limited entry permit
or permit rights were associated with
other vessels. The catch history of a
permit also includes the catch of any
interim permit held by the current
owner of the permit during the appeal
of an initial NMFS decision to deny the
initial issuance of a limited entry per-
mit, but only if the appeal for which an
interim permit was issued was lost by
the appellant, and the owner’s current
permit was used by the owner in the
1995 limited entry sablefish fishery.
The catch history of an interim permit
where the full ‘‘A’’ permit was ulti-
mately granted will also be considered
part of the catch history of the ‘‘A’’
permit. If the current permit is the re-
sult of the combination of multiple
permits, then for the combined permit
to qualify for an endorsement, at least
one of the permits that were combined
must have had sufficient sablefish his-
tory to qualify for an endorsement; or
the permit must qualify based on catch
occurring after it was combined, but
taken within the qualifying period. If
the current permit is the result of the
combination of multiple permits, the
combined catch histories of all of the
permits that were combined to create a
new permit before March 12, 1998, will
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